
Razor clams (Ensis sp.) are a high value and under-exploited live bivalve mollusc species

within the Welsh and English portion of the Irish Sea. There may be a significant

economic opportunity for a sustainable fishery to be established.

However, there are significant knowledge gaps about the abundance, distribution and

stock structure of razor clams, with a need for development of standardised survey

methods to help support evidence and inform management decisions. At the same

time, enabling sustainable exploitation of these species, which live buried in sea-bed

sediments, requires investigation of the environmental impacts and selectivity of fishing

gear on target and non-target species.

Due to this lack of evidence, commercial fishing of razor clams is currently not

permitted in Welsh waters or off the coast off north-western England. This project

represents an example of a progressive collaboration between scientists at Bangor

University, the North Western IFCA and a Welsh fishing company that will seek to tackle

some of the knowledge gaps required to assess if a viable and sustainable fishery can

be opened.

Impact

We will refine and assess use of electro-dredge gear under special derogation from the

Marine Management Organisation and develop appropriate survey methodologies for

assessment of exploitable razor clam biomass and habitat preferences in Liverpool Bay.
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